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SUBJECT: SHOSEI MARU CREWMEN RETURN TO JAPAN: GOJ CONTEMPLATING 
PROTEST 

REF: TOKYO 15791 DTG 050902 NOV 75 

1. IN JOINT PRESS CONFERENCE HELD AFTER TWO SHOSEI 
MARU CREWMEN RETURNED JAPAN NOV 14, SKIPPER OF SHIP. 

MIKIO TAGAWA, DENIED THAT HIS TRAWLER VIOLATED NORTH 
KOREAN TERRITORIAL WATERS AND SAID THAT HE HAD BEEN 
INDIRECTLY FORCED TO CONFESS TO VIOLATING NK TERRITORIAL 
SEAS. RETURNING TWO CREWMEN, FOR SAKES OF WHOM TAGAWA 
EARLIER MISREPRESENTED FACTS, TOLD SAME PRESS CONFERENCE 
THEY THOUGHT SHOSEI MARU WAS IN NK TERRITORIAL WATERS. 

FONOFF IS INCLINED TO BELIEVE SHIP CAPTAIN TAGAWA AND, 

AFTER STUDY BEING MADE BY JAPAN MARITIME SAFETY AGENCY 
IS CONCLUDED, FONOFF CONTEMPLATES AN OFFICIAL PROTEST TO 
PYONGYANG. 

2. FONOFF NE ASIA DIVDIR ENDO CONFIRMED TO US THAT 
FONOFF IS CONSIDERING PROTEST VIA UNPRECEDENTED "NOTE 
VERBALE" AFTER INVESTIGATION IS COMPLETED. THIS WOULD 
BE FIRST ATTEMPT BY GOJ TO COMMUNICATE AN OFFICIAL 
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DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. RATIONALE FOR DEPARTURE IS THAT 
A UNILATERAL PROTEST BY GOJ WOULD INEFFECTUALLY CONVEY 
GOJ INTENT TO PYONGYANG. WHETHER NORTH KOREANS WOULD 
ACCEPT SUCH A DOCUMENT, OF COURSE, ALSO REMAINS TO BE 
SEEN. PROTEST MAY, ENDO SAID, RESERVE RIGHT TO DEMAND 
COMPENSATION FOR DEATHS OF TWO CREWMEN AND INJURIES AND 
IF IT IS DECIDED BY GOJ THAT THERE WAS NO VIOLATION OF 
TERRITORIAL WATERS, JAPAN MAY ALSO DEMAND PUNISHMENT OF 
NK OFFICIALS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INCIDENT. NEVERTHELESS, 

OUT OF CONSIDERATION OF FUTURE JAPAN-NK RELATIONS GOJ 
WILL PROCEED CAUTIOUSLY. 

3. COMMENT: IF GOJ DECIDES TO ATTEMPT A DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNICATIONS WITH PYONGYANG, IN ADDITION TO ENSURING 
THAT GOJ MESSAGE WOULD BE ACCURATELY CONVEYED TO NK, WE 
SUSPECT THAT FONOFF IS ALSO TRYING TO ESTABLISH A CHANNEL 
FOR POSSIBLE FUTURE GOVERNMENTAL COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN 
TOKYO AND PYONGYANG. 

HODGSON 
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